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CRWU Mission Statement
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The CRWU initiative provides drinking water, wastewater 
and stormwater utilities with the practical tools, training, 
and technical assistance needed to increase resilience to 

extreme weather events.

Through a comprehensive planning process, CRWU 
assists water sector utilities by promoting a clear 

understanding of potential long-term adaptation options.



Resilience Building Process

RESILIENT 
STRATEGIES 

GUIDE
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Resilient Strategies Guide

• Web-based tool, based on 
previous Adaptation 
Strategies Guide publication,
for reviewing resilient 
strategies being used by 
water utilities

• Guided process to review and 
select priorities, vulnerable 
assets, and relevant strategies

• Final report documents 
selected strategies to explore 
during adaptation planning
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Resilient Strategies Guide



Resilient Strategies Guide: Planning Report
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Extreme Events Workshop Planner
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Storm Surge Inundation Map
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Illustrates potential for flooding in coastal areas, based on hurricane surge models 
and FEMA flood zones.



CREAT Climate Scenarios Projection Map

9

Provides scenarios that capture the range of projected changes



Climate Resilience Evaluation and 
Awareness Tool (CREAT)
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• Web-based tool for assessing 
risk of potential extreme 
weather impacts

• Module-based process with 
clearly defined goals and reports

• Multiple scenarios provided to 
help capture uncertainty

• Assessment of current 
resilience will help inform 
adaptation planning

• Results help utilities compare 
risk reduction and 
implementation costs



CREAT Assessment Process
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CREAT Outputs: Final Report
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Adaptation Case Study and Information Exchange
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Adaptation Case Study and Information Exchange
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CRWU Water Utility Resilience Support Projects
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Thank you!

Steve Fries
fries.steve@epa.gov

Curt Baranowski
baranowski.curt@epa.gov

Ashley Greene
greene.ashley@epa.gov
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Visit us on the web and register for the CRWU 
newsletter at: www.epa.gov/crwu


